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SUBJECT: PRESS RELEASE ON DEPARTURE OF USS OPPORTUNE 

1. WITH THE DEPARTURE OF USS OPPORTUNE FROM THE SUEZ 
CANAL AREA ON JULY 22, DOD WOULD LIKE TO ISSUE PRESS RE- 
LEASE WITH TEXT AS GIVEN BELOW. PLEASE ASCERTAIN WHETHER 
ISSUANCE OF THIS RELEASE ACCEPTABLE TO GOE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ANNOUNCED 
TODAY THE END OF ITS PARTICIPATION IN ONE OF THE LARGEST 

AND MOST IMPORTANT SALVAGE AND ORDNANCE CLEARANCE OPERA- 
TIONS SINCE WORLD WAR II. THE USS OPPORTUNE (ARS-41), 

THE LAST UNIT OF TASK FORCE SIXTY-FIVE, SAILED FROM THE 
SUEZ CANAL AND MARKED COMPLETION OF OVER 15 MONTHS OF US 
RESIDUAL FORCE ACTIVITY IN THAT AREA. 

TASK FORCE SIXTY-FIVE WAS ESTABLISHED IN APRIL 1974 TO 
SUPPORT THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE EGYPTIAN AND THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENTS WHEREBY THE UNITED STATES WOULD ASSIST IN 
CLEARING THE SUEZ CANAL. THE EFFORT INCLUDED MINESWEEPING 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 171668 

OF THE CANAL AND ITS CLOSE-IN CHANNEL APPROACHES, TRAINING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


EGYPTIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL IN EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL 
AND UNDERWATER DEMOLITION, THE SALVAGE AND REMOVAL OF 
SUNKEN WRECKED SHIPS, AND AIR FORCE AIRLIFT. LOGISTICS AND 

COMMUNICATIONS SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION. 

U.S. ARMY AND NAVY DISPOSAL PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE LOGISTICS 
SUPPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL AND AIR CREWS, AND 
MINESWEEPING SHIPS OF THE U.S., EGYPTIAN, BRITISH AND 
FRENCH NAVIES, AS WELL AS CIVILIAN SALVAGE PERSONNEL UNDER 
CONTRACT TO THE U.S. NAVY'S SUPERVISOR OF SALVAGE COMBINED 
TO CONCLUDE THE MAJOR CLEARANCE EFFORT WHICH ENABLED THE 
CANAL TO BE REOPENED BY EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT ANWAR EL SADAT 
ON 5 JUNE 1975. 

TASK FORCE SIXTY-FIVE IS PRESENTLY COMMANDED BY CAPT PAUL 
P. CONNOLLY OF NORFOLK, VA. END TEXT. 
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